papers, such as Tad McGeer's "Passive Dynamic Walking" (1990, 9:62-82) . Legged locomotion continues to be one of the most engaging and challenging problems in robotics, but steady progress has been made and the interest is growing. We will be publishing a special issue in the near future of selected papers from CLAWAR'01 (Fourth International Conference on Climbing and Walking Robots), and in the more distant future selected papers from CLAWAR'02. Locomotion papers are particularly suited to the IJRR's multimedia publishing ability, since nothing convinces better than seeing a video of a real walking robot. Our resident expert Ken Waldron is retiring from the Board but will join the IJRR's new Advisory Board (see below), and it has been necessary to find another high-quality locomotion expert to handle the substantial numbers of papers we receive on this topic. I am pleased that Martin Buehler has agreed to join the Board. Martin is well known to the robot locomotion community for his accomplishments, and brings high standards to the paper review process.
Another mainstay of paper submissions to the IJRR has been kinematics, perhaps the foundational discipline of robotics. Since its inception in 1982, the IJRR has been ably represented by Bernie Roth, who needs no introduction to the robotics or kinematics communities. However, Bernie is now retiring from the Board and will also join the Advisory Board. The ASME Mechanisms Committee is an important organization representing kinematicians in general, and robotics is one of their main foci. An agreement has been reached whereby the Mechanisms Committee nominates one of its members to serve on the IJRR's Editorial Board to vet robot kinematics papers. This agreement guarantees that kinematics submissions receive high-quality reviewing, and provides the mechanisms community with another trusted publication outlet. Charles Wampler was instrumental in achieving this agreement, and has agreed to serve as the Mechanism Committee's first representative. Charles has published a number of seminal papers in robot kinematics, and brings an industry perspective to robotics research.
As has been pointed out in earlier editorials, the origins of the IJRR coincide with the origins of the International Symposium of Robotics Research (ISRR). Both were started by the same group of people, under an umbrella organization called the International Foundation of Robotics Research (IFRR), and the IJRR's original Editorial Board was composed of IFRR representatives. The goal of the IFRR was to promote robotics as a scientific discipline, and to provide venues where results could be presented and discussed. While industrial applications should remain an important goal, there is a science of motion control and analysis which underlies applications and is of interest by itself. The IJRR was the first robotics journal devoted to scientific research. Hirochika Inoue, past president of the IFRR and Editorial Board member since the IJRR's inception in 1982, is also retiring from the Editorial Board and joining the IJRR's Advisory Board. Oussama Khatib is IFRR's new president, and was invited to join the Editorial Board to continue the important association with IFRR. Oussama's contributions to robotics research are widely recognized, and he plans a number of IFRR initiatives which dovetail nicely with the IJRR.
One of IFRR's goals was regional representation, to ensure that the "I" (international) was reflected by its composition. This guarantees that different perspectives are present and that key contributions are not missed. Other long-term Japanese members of the Board who are retiring besides Hirochika Inoue are Suguru Arimoto and Yoshiaki Shirai. They too will join the Advisory Board. Through consultation with the Editorial Board, Yoshihiko Nakamura has been identified as one of the important younger researchers in Japan, and he has graciously accepted the invitation to join. Yoshi has made significant contributions in the areas of robot kinematics and dynamics, and is quite involved with the humanoid robot thrust in Japan.
On behalf of the IJRR, I welcome Martin, Charles, Oussama, and Yoshi. Their biographies are below.
Multimedia Editors
Special recognition will be given to the IJRR's multimedia editors: Peter Corke, Al Rizzi, and Sanjiv Singh. They will be listed separately from the Editorial Board members and explicitly designated as multimedia editors. They handle the review of all multimedia submissions, which imposes a fairly significant burden. The IJRR's foray into multimedia publishing would not have happened nearly as soon or nearly as well were it not for their involvement.
Advisory Board
At the most recent IJRR Editorial Board meeting it was decided to create an Advisory Board to be composed of former Editorial Board members whose terms have expired. The purpose of the Advisory Board is to maintain ties to our former Editorial Board members and to keep their expertise with the Journal. Advisory Board members would still be called on for advice, but not to the same extent, and while they could comment on editorial policy they would not vote. Appointment to the Advisory Board is for a six-year term.
Our His research is in autonomous robots, human-centered robotics, robot design, virtual dynamic environments, and haptic interactions. The emphasis is on methodologies and technologies that address the dynamic nature of these systems, provide the capabilities needed for their action and interaction with the environment, and cope with their real-time requirements. His exploration in this research ranges from the autonomous ability of a robot to cooperate with a human to the haptic interaction of a user with an animated character, virtual prototype, or surgical instrument. Oussama Khatib was the Program Chair of ICRA2000 (San Francisco) and Co-Editor of "The Robotics Review". He is the President of the International Foundation of Robotics Research (IFRR), and Co-Editor of STAR, Springer Tracts in Advanced Robotics. He is a Fellow and a "Distinguished Lecturer" of IEEE and a recipient of the JARA Award. 
